
a dash of culture and fun. We took a ticket for the
buffet dinner as well, which was absolutely spec-
tacular. Akanksha was spellbound, and thought
that special effects enhanced the grace and beau-
ty of local myths, mysteries and magic in an
amazing extravaganza. 

At a local pier the next day we boarded on a
comfortable vessel and enjoyed a spectacular
cruise through the coastal man-
grove swamps passing the Bay’s
famed limestone outcrops ris-
ing out of the water. Finally we
landed at the famed “phi-phi”
Islands, which was  one of the
most magical places ever, re-
covering well from the tsuna-
mi. Akanksha who shares her
birthday with the tsunami was
happy to see it this way. 

As befits members of a foodie
family,  our way back to the re-
sort in the evening, we stopped
at a cashewnut factory, and sampled an assortment
of varieties and dry fruit candies. And naturally
bought loads to carry back home! Akanksha liked
almost everything in the shop, and bought loads for
her grandmother and father. Being a chef’s daugh-

ter, Akanksha is quite used to trying everything and
usually has an appreciative palate.

After breakfast the next morning we  explored
the Sea-Gypsy Village at Rawai Beach, built almost
over the water and supported by stilts. Built some
200 years ago by three Muslim families who had
emigrated from Indonesia but were not allowed to
live on the mainland of Buddhist Thailand. 

So they settled in the sea and
developed this unique village!
We saw a mosque, health cen-
tre, school and much more as
we explored the village, eating
street food and shopping for
shell jewellery. Next was The
Thai village, where after an
amazing seafood lunch, we ad-
mired the orchid garden and
marvelled at t Thai dancers. 

After a Thai dinner at Saffron
at The Banyan tree, we set off to
check out the night life at Pa-

tong Beach with its street market, a surefire at-
traction for a teenager. We trawled through the
stalls of clothing, jewellery, CDs & DVDs, wood
carvings and souvenirs. We outdid each other in
finding things to buy and bargain over!

THERE can be no better gift for a child than a
perfect holiday, where not does she benefit
from knowledge about new things, parents
also get quality time with them. Every parent
has a dream holiday:  Europe and big city

dreams mean  lots of energy and hard work. 
So we increasingly seek a stress free dream holiday...

Thus I set off for Thailand with my teenage daughter
Akanksha.  I made the itinerary keeping in mind that
my daughter had threatened she wouldn’t travel with
me again if she got bored!

We flew Cathay Pacific, business class no less, as
mademoiselle desired, which was actually quite eco-
nomical till Bangkok. We then took a Thai flight to
Phuket and a taxi  till our resort because the mini buses
head straight to Patong where all the action is. 

Our resort was in a beautiful little village where we

would sit back and watch the days go by, which is ex-
actly what we did. The first day we chilled out and
splurged on a spa treatment together at the Banyan
Tree Resort. At first Akanksha was hesitant (as this was
her first treatment ever, that too with me) but it turned
out to be a great way to bond. 

We especially enjoyed splashing water on each other
in the jacuzzi like bath tub after our massage. More im-
portant than physical relaxation, it’s what happens to
the mind in the hands of a dedicated therapist that mat-
ters! And we both emerged refreshed! Another thing
we both really enjoyed was the famous Thai Foot mas-
sage, in which for the Thai equivalent of Rs 300 we had
an hour-long session. No wonder we had one daily!

Even if my daughter’s growing up, there’s a little
girl lurking inside us always so later that evening we
took a taxi to Phuket Fantasea, on Kamala beach, for

A short flight the next morn-
ing took us to Bangkok. After
checking in, we headed to the
Pier near Sala (Pavilion) Thai and
hopped on to a tail boat. Enroute
we saw old temples that all
seemed to just blend together. As
the boat steered into a quiet canal
we saw some traditional teak-
wood Thai houses on stilts. They
even had floating souvenir shops
for drinks and small eats! 

Finally we reached Wat Arun
or The Temple of The Dawn and
climbed up its  steep  steps to look
down on the river and skyscrap-
ers in the distance. The temple
features a 70m high spire deco-
rated with tiny pieces of coloured
glass and Chinese porcelain. Lat-
er Akanksha dressed up as a Thai
dancer! Normally she would
have not have agreed to this ex-
ercise  but capitulated as I told her
she’d look pretty. Which girl can
resist that temptation?

Our next stop was downtown,
a ferry ride and a taxi trip away,
full of skyscrapers and shopping
malls. We naturally went to Siam
Paragon, apparently Asia’s

biggest shopping mall complete
with Siam Ocean World below.
Akanksha  enjoyed the Sea Life at
Blackpool, and was mesmerised
by the fish tank car and took time
off all the excitement only for a
meal of Pad Thai and Som Tam.

Dinner was at Vertigo, at The
Banyan Tree, the highest restau-
rant in Asia for dinner.  Nothing
can match a sky-high dining ex-
perience! I indulged myslef with
a panfried foie-gras with car-
damom fig compote, toasted
brioche and glazed pomegranate
, Akanksha decided to stick to just
the main course which was no
less spectacular.

The last day was naturally re-
served for shopping! We headed
straight for MBK Plaza, Indira
Market and Pantip Plaza. And be-
ing foodies we also added a  lunch
of braised duck noodle soup at
MBK food-court. 

Loads of shopping bags and a
foot massage later, we got a
strange craving for Indian food
and went to Indus whose owner
Sid Sehgal, is a distant relative of
mine. And in true Indian style we
got “taken care of” pretty well!
Kurkuri Bhindi, Palak Paneer,
Dal Tadka and Rotis made us re-
alise that home was but a few
hours away!  

A lazy breakfast, a last foot
massage , some chicken rice with
soy sauce on the street and a final
round of shopping was on the
cards before mother and daugh-
ter headed back homewards, ex-
hausted but exhilarated!
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THURSDAY7 JANUARY 2010 MUMBAI HOLIDAY TIES
A trip to Bangkok was
the perfect way for 

Rupali Dean to bond
with her daughter

Overnight Cruise on 9, 16, 23 & 30 Jan 2010.
between 8pm to Sam

(Inclusive of Dinner, Breakfast, Events, Dance Floor.)

Day Cruise on 10, 17, 24, 26 & 31 Jan 2010.
between 11am & 10pm

(Inclusive of Lunch & Evening Snacks, Events, Dance Floor.) S AML INK

For r group/corporate /bulk bookings, kkindly mail us at:
bookings� sam-link.com or call 92202 78109 // 92202 62109 / / 92218 26259 .

For ticket bookings, Visit us at: www.sam-link.com

Tel. 4031 0700 101/02 / 03, 6525 2049151.

SAMLINK
C K U I S K S

40622233
40622244

Bbaidas Santokba Hall
11 am onwards followed by Lunch

Specially designed ALL INCLUSIVE Pure Vegetarian/Ja m
group tours with our own chef preparing special cuisines for
you with amazing sightseeing at an unbelievable price...

Please make your appointment with ?

Bhat ia Wadi , Ghatkopar
6pm onwards followed by Dinner

Please make your appointment with Amit on 40622205
1 4flR7772
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I CALL US AT: O22�4U64 858718747

Walk in to our travel stiops MUMBAI: 3rd Floor, Premier House, Central Road, MIDC, Andheri East. Toll No�: 1880-500-5000

a spa for complete re1a�
Success of your
business conference
fWl y assured

Reservation Mumbai : © 42221014 -15
sa l e s n i u m b a i @ h o t e l f i d a lg o - g o a . c o m  ‘ 
Panj im, Gua b 9096700206 ? 0832-2226291 to 99 www
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www.hotelfidalgo-goa.com

TRAVEL&TOURS �
C- 66840600 99/ 26152313

email: anjalitravels©©yahoocom

09322503942 I 09967093330

Standard Package with Rush Inn, Bur Dubai

� s.27, 999!- Per Person on TwinlTriple Sharing

luxe Package City Tower Hotel Apartment, Bur Dubai
Rs.29, 999!- Per Person on Twinhldple Sharing

Luxury Majestic Hotel Tower, Bur Dubai
@Rs�33, 999!. Per Person on TwinlTriple Sharin

Daily Denarture for 11SF from 28 Januar y to 26 Feliruarv 2010 2010 I

4D I 3N stay at DOLPHIN Il tti Apt with BF • Tourist VISA
• Rtn Apt Transfers • DUBAI City Tour on SIC + Lunch
• Dinner in Traditional WOODEN DHOW CRUISE with

MAGIC SHOW & ENTERTAINMENT • Desert Safari + Dinner
•2 Meal Coupons • GIFT in DUBAI • Travel Ins- 4 days
Cost per Adult on twin Share * AIRFARE + TAXES EXTRA

‘�“ I� nnnk fl� pfl tW

Opp. Charni Road RaE lway Station.
Tel.: 40 499 509 /510 / 511

3245 1024 //2366 8080
flea 9322948011 -9322948022


