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Thailand: Important Facts  

Ç 1 of 10 world biggest food exporting countries 
Ç 1 of 5 biggest countries exporting non-pork non-

alcoholic foods to OIC (with & without Halal certified)  
Ç Thai cuisine is top 5 with 3 recipes amongst top 10  
Ç Top rank in world touristic destination  
Ç Top medical hub in Asia for foreign patients and 

relatives  
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Muslims in Thailand  

ÅHistorically and culturally 
Muslims have been an integral 
part of Thailand for centuries.  

ÅIslam is not only the second 
largest religion in the kingdom 
but also enjoys the royal and 
official patronage. 

ÅThe Thai law provides for 
freedom of religion, and the 
Royal Thai Government (RTG) 
generally respects this right in 
practice. 
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Muslims in Thailand 2013  

Ç Thai population 67 millions 
Ç Muslims 5.8 millions (8.6%)  
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Muslims in Thailand  

Å3,600 mosques throughout 
the country and 180 of 
them are in Bangkok 
Metropolis.  

ÅSome 600 Muslim schools 
offer secular as well as 
religious instruction.  

ÅMuslims enjoy full state 
support and free to teach 
and observe their religion 
according to their own 
tenets.   
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The Muslim Leader  

Ç His Majesty the King appoints a Sheikhul - Islam  
as the leader of the Islamic affair in Thailand.  

Ç Long legal tradition for more than four centuries.  
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Central  
Islamic  
Council  

of Thailand   

Provincial  

Islamic Committees  

(39 provinces = 750)   

 

Masjid Committees  

(3,600 x 15 = 54,900)  

Muslim Population in Thailand 
(5,880,000) 

339 eelected +  
13 appointed = 52  

Elected by  
Imams of all 
Masjids  

Elected by 

Masjidôs  
members 

Sheikhul Islam                     
elected by PICs  

President of CICOT  
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Halal Certification in Thailand  

ÇHalal certification in Thailand 
was initiated in 1969 
ÇSingle Halal Logo country 

authorized by Central Islamic 
Council of Thailand 
ÇUp to 2014: Halal certified of 

4,000 factories covering 
120,000 products (10% for 
export) 
ÇHalal products increased at 

12% a year  
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